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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, June 17th, 2021 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
 Present: Jason Ebbs (Zoom), Laurie Enos, Andy Moore, Mary Sweeney, Eric Tait, Mark   

 Valentine, Sarah Waterman, Captain Alberti (Zoom) 
 
 Absent: Tim Frelier, Dan McCusker 
 
 Guests: No Guests 
 
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
  a.   May 20th, 2021 – Laurie Enos motioned to approve the minutes.  Mary Sweeney  
   seconded the motion. 
 
 
III.  COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS:    
 

a. Jackson Road Pedestrian Crosswalk Concern 
 

Sarah Waterman explained to the committee that staff received an email from a concerned 
resident in regards to the crosswalk located at the intersection of Spring Side Lane and 
Jackson Rd.  The resident stated in the email that they witnessed cars driving through the 
crosswalk without stopping when pedestrians were waiting to cross the road.  There was also 
a concern of drivers using excessive speeds in the area.  Since the email was received, 
Monroe County DOT has striped the ladder pattern on the crosswalk.  Staff also confirmed 
that proper signage is in place for the crosswalk (crosswalk ahead signs as well as the 
crosswalk signs that point to the crosswalk). 
 
Andy Moore commented that Newbury Park has many children that cross over Jackson 
Road to utilize Town fields for little league, etc. and he can understand the concern for their 
safety.  Andy asked if this portion of Jackson Road is a county or town road.  Sarah replied 
that this portion of Jackson Rd is a county road.  Town staff was not notified by MCDOT that 
the re-striping was going to take place, but staff was happy to see it done.   
 
Laurie Enos asked that since Jackson Road is a county road, does that prohibit the Town 
from doing any work or changes on it without county approval. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that Jackson Road falls under the county's jurisdiction so we cannot 
make any changes, but staff can certainly have a conversation with them in regards to any of 
our concerns. 
 
Laurie Enos stated that the crossing guard was eliminated at the Bay Trail School on 
Scribner Road, and a solar powered lighted sign, along with sidewalks were added to help 
guide students and pedestrians across the road safely.  Laurie asked if this type of sign can 
be placed at other locations or is it just used for schools. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that at this time, solar powered units are scheduled to be placed on 
Baird Road near the community center and on Liberty Street at Five Mile Road this summer.  
Once those units are implemented, the county will review the process and the impact the 
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units have made.  Once the evaluation has been made, other locations can be requested 
such as Jackson Road and Spring Side Lane if it is warranted. 
  
Andy Moore shared some actions that have taken place so far to address the resident's 
concerns.   
 

• Supervisor LaFountain reached out to the Monroe County Sheriff's Office and asked 
for additional enforcement in the area. 

 
• Monroe County DOT has re-striped the crosswalk and the appropriate signage is in 

place. 
 
Andy asked staff what other actions they recommend to the committee moving forward. 
 
Mark Valentine stated that if the committee is supportive, staff can reach out to MCDOT to 
see what information and data they would require such as additional traffic and/or pedestrian 
counts before they would move forward with a decision. 
 
Laurie Enos asked when the last time the speed trailer was placed on Jackson Road. 
 
Eric Tait does not have an exact date.  The speed trailer has been placed on different 
locations on Jackson Road periodically but it has not been placed on that specific location on 
Jackson Rd recently.   
 
Andy Moore and Laurie Enos both agreed that placing the speed cart near the crosswalk on 
Jackson Road would be a good idea to help remind drivers of the speed limit. 
 
Eric Tait said DPW staff will be doing a micro pave project for MCDOT on Jackson Road 
which will pave over the new crosswalk striping.  However, once the new pavement is 
complete, the crosswalk will be reestablished and will stand out even more against the new 
pavement. 
 
Captain Scott Alberti stated that the Monroe County Sherriff's Office also have speed carts 
that collect data and that town staff is more than welcome to utilize it if needed.   
 
Eric Tait said they would typically place the speed carts out for a week at a time and he will 
reach out to Captain Alberti with the specifics on placement location and time frames. 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 Staff will reach out to MCDOT regarding the next steps to determine what can be 
done with this crosswalk 

 Staff will place a data collecting speed cart on Jackson Road 
 

b. Jackson Road Speeding Concern (between Whalen Rd and Jackson Rd Ext.), Speed  
 Hump Request and Signage  

 
Mark Valentine shared with the committee that an email was received by staff regarding 
speeding concerns on Jackson Road.  Traffic count data was collected approximately two 
years ago just prior to the development of the Stafford Park Subdivision on Jackson Rd.  Last 
week staff placed the traffic counters down again on Jackson Rd to collect updated data.  
The posted speed limit on Jackson Road is 35mph. 
 
Sarah Waterman stated that the traffic counters were placed on two locations on Jackson 
Rd.  One was placed on the northern section and one was placed on the southern section of 
the road.  The data results were as follows: 
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 ADT MPH 85%  
 
Northern Section of Jackson Rd 516 35 
Southern Section of Jackson Rd. 835 33 
 
 
 
One of the resident's requests was to reduce the speed limit to 25 or 30 mph.  He also 
requested a sign for no thru traffic since it is a thru traffic road.  Sarah explained to the 
resident that Jackson Rd is a publicly dedicated road which allows the public to freely access 
it.  The resident also requested some form of speed control such as a stop sign at Jackson 
Road and Thorntree Circle or speed humps.  As discussed in previous Transportation 
Committee meetings, speed humps are not favored and staff is working on putting together a 
formal policy pertaining to speed humps in the Town of Penfield.  If a stop sign was placed at 
Thorntree Circle, it would be considered a mid block stop sign which could potentially make 
the problem worse.   
 
Mark Valentine stated that stop signs are meant for intersections that warrant a stop sign not 
for speed control.  The winding nature of the road makes it appear that traffic is going faster 
than it actually is.  Mark also stated that the topic of sidewalks being placed in the 
neighborhood has been discussed.  Some of the neighbors have expressed interest in 
sidewalks being placed in the area and staff encouraged them to submit a petition to the 
Town Board. Typically the most difficult factor of implementing a sidewalk is the neighbors 
coming to an agreement on which side of the road the sidewalk should be placed.  Stafford 
Park developers were granted a sidewalk waiver from the Town Board which means in lieu of 
installing sidewalks in the neighborhood, monies would be put into the sidewalk fund that the 
Town can utilize for various sidewalk needs, including new sidewalks along Jackson Road. 
 
Laurie Enos agreed that sidewalks would be a benefit for the neighborhood and improve 
safety for walkers, bikers, etc. 
 
Andy Moore stated that he lived in the Jackson Road area for 12 years and agrees that 
many drivers use it as a cut thru and he has seen some drivers using excessive speeds.  
With this portion of Jackson Rd being so narrow, it could cause problems.  However, from the 
data that was collected it looks like the majority of drivers are following the 35 mph speed 
limit.  Sidewalks are being looked at for the area based on the resident requests and 
contingent on a petition being received by the Town Board.  As far as the request for speed 
humps, staff and the committee are in agreement that they would not be beneficial and would 
cause other problems; one being that everyone will want them on their street and eventually, 
there will be requests to remove them.  Other options must be investigated to try and remedy 
speeding issues.  Speed carts provided by either the Town and/or the sheriff's office would be 
the best place to start to try and remedy the speeding concerns on Jackson Road. 
 
Sarah Waterman stated that it would be beneficial to request extra enforcement on Jackson 
Road.  There are outliers in the data that show some speeding incidents.  Sarah will look at 
the data and pinpoint the specific times that the speeding violations occurred and provide that 
information to the sheriff's office. 
 
Andy Moore suggested that a good location for enforcement would be near the new 
development (Stafford Park) north of Whalen road. 
 
Mark Valentine mentioned that there was a similar concern along Panorama Trail which is 
also a narrow, winding road.  The idea of sidewalks being placed along Panorama Trail was 
brought up.  Originally, the residents did not feel that sidewalks would be beneficial.  
However, after the sidewalks were installed, pedestrian traffic increased significantly and the 
residents in the area agreed that the sidewalks helped keep pedestrians safe while walking, 
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biking, etc. along Panorama Trail.  The possibility of sidewalks along Jackson Road should 
be considered. 
 
Andy Moore agreed that sidewalks along Jackson Road would be beneficial and is 
supportive of the idea.  Installation of sidewalks should be a resident lead initiative and there 
are many other examples of that in the Town. 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 Sherriff's office will provide extra enforcement on Jackson Road 
 Staff will place a speed cart on Jackson Road 

 
 
 

IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 
 
   Andy Moore read a letter to the committee that was submitted by Penfield resident, Kevin  
   Gallagher.  The letter is attached to the minutes as "Attachment A". 
 
   Andy Moore stated that many of Mr. Gallagher's concerns were driver behavior related  
   issues which is out of the committee's control.  The committee does not have the authority  
   to enforce traffic violations.  The concerns were not related to traffic control design   
   which the Town of Penfield has some control over, depending on the jurisdiction of the  
   road.  
 
   Mary Sweeney asked what "frequently" means in Mr. Gallagher's letter and how is this to  
   be gaged?   
 
   Andy Moore replied that Mr. Gallagher was not specific when using the term "frequently".    
   Mr. Gallagher's letter should be passed on to the sheriff's office to be addressed and  
   handled accordingly. 
 
   Eric Tait stated that he has had multiple correspondence back and forth regarding Mr.  
   Gallagher's concerns.  Eric explained to Mr. Gallagher that all but the intersection of Dublin  
   and Whalen Road were either County or NYS DOT controlled intersections.  The Dublin  
   and Whalen Road intersection was the only Town intersection and all of Mr. Gallagher's  
   concerns were enforcement related.  Eric offered to forward Mr. Gallagher's concerns to  
   MCDOT and NYSDOT and the Monroe County Sheriff's Office.  Mr. Gallagher declined  
   and stated that he only wanted his concerns shared if one of the committee members was  
   currently employed with the above mentioned departments at this time.  Eric told Mr.  
   Gallagher that if his concerns cannot be shared with the proper jurisdictions that maintain  
   those intersections, not much can be done.  Eric explained to Mr. Gallagher that the  
   committee is a liaison between the residents and the Town Board for actions on Town  
   roads and passes any concerns related to non-town roads to the proper jurisdictions.  Mr.  
   Gallagher sent a letter directly to the Monroe County Sheriff's office noting his concerns.   
   Hopefully, this will help with enforcement which is something the committee is not given the 
   authority to do. 
 
   Laurie Enos stated that Eric's response to Mr. Gallagher was very accurate, succinct, 
    and professional and thanked Eric for his attention to Mr. Gallagher's concerns. 
 
   Andy Moore said if Mr. Gallagher gives the committee authorization to share his concerns  
   with the proper entities, the committee will do so.  Until then, the committee will not share  
   Mr. Gallagher's correspondence, per his request.   
 
   Mark Valentine stated that if and when the intersections of concern are evaluated, they will 
   be based on the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and state and  
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   federal highway law, which is what the Town follows as it pertains to intersections, site  
   distance, signage, etc.   
 
   Andy Moore added that the NYS federal and highway laws are industry wide accepted  
   criteria and requirements.  
 

 THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 The committee will seek extra enforcement from the sheriff's office at the areas of Mr. 

Gallagher's concerns. 
 
 
V.  HELD ITEMS 
  No Held Items 
 
VI.  NEW BUSINESS 
   
  Sarah Waterman stated that she received an email from a resident who was concerned that  
  traffic was not yielding the right of way to pedestrians at the two crosswalks located on Baird  
  Road  near the Community Center.  Sarah explained to her that the Town submitted applications  
  for grants to improve the sidewalks with MCDOT and are expecting MCDOT to upgrade the  
  crosswalks in August/September of this year.  The new crosswalks will be have flashing   
  pedestrian signs as well as ladder crossing.  The resident was pleased to hear this information.  
 
  Eric Tait mentioned that he drove by the location today and the crosswalks have already been  
  striped with the ladder and the flashing signs will be installed soon. 
 
VII.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   
  No Public Participation 
 
VIII.  NEXT MEETING: September 16th, 2021 from 5pm-6pm 
 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT: 5:45 pm 
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